
CCA #83    Corte Madera Creek 

DESCRIPTION  
The Corte Madera Creek watershed is a 28 square mile watershed in central 
eastern Marin County.   The creek, which has a number of tributaries including 
Cascade Creek, San Anselmo Creek, Larkspur Creek, and Ross Creek, flows from 
open space headwater areas through a highly urbanized area to San Francisco Bay.   
The watershed supports a number of aquatic species including steelhead trout, and 
has significant salt marsh wetlands at the mouth of the creek where it flows into 
the Bay, at the Corte Madera Marsh State Marine Park. 
Corte Madera Creek receives Nonpoint Source (NPS) inputs from urban runoff, 
septic systems, and road and bank erosion. 

Corte Madera Marsh 
(Photo courtesy Marin Conservation 

League 
http://marinconservationleague.org/Lega

cy/legacy-heerdt.html). 

 

REASON FOR CCA IDENTIFICATION    
Corte Madera Creek is a 2002 303(d)-listed impaired waterbody that flows into a Marine Protected Area (Corte 
Madera Marsh State Marine Park). 
 

POLLUTED RUNOFF CONDITIONS 
Top 5 Runoff Pollutants of Concern  

2002 303(d)-Listed 
Pollutants  

TMDL Priority 
(& Proposed 
Completion) 

Other Pollutants of Concern1

 
 

 
Efforts to 
Address 

Pollutants 
(See next page)

Selected Coastal Waterbodies Diazinon Sediment Pathogens2 Diazinon ?  
Corte Madera Creek ▲ ▲ 

High 
 (2004) 

▲ ▲   a, b, c 

Unnamed Tributaries  ■   ■ ■ ■  a, b, c 
 Potential Sources of Pollutants in Coastal Waterbodies  

Agriculture      a, b 
Forestry (Silviculture)       
Urban Areas      a, b, c, d, e, f 
 Urban Runoff/ Storm 
Sewers 

▲ ▲■ ▲■ ■   

 Septic   ▲■   a 
Marinas & Boating   ▲    
Hydromodification  ▲■    a, b 
Wetlands & Riparian Areas       
1 Information on sediment, pathogens, and diazinon as pollutants of concern is from the San Francisco Bay 
Regional Water Quality Control Board. 
2 Pathogens of concern are Enterococcus (in Corte Madera Creek), and E. coli (in the tributaries). 
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MAJOR EFFORTS TO IMPLEMENT NPS MANAGEMENT MEASURES 
a) Stormwater Management Plan:  Action Plan 2005 http://mcstoppp.org/action.htm
Marin County Pollution Prevention Program 
(MCSTOPPP) 

Liz Lewis (415) 499-7226 lizlewis@co.marin.ca.us  

 Urban stormwater action plan, including actions to address NPS pollution such as inspections, monitoring, public 
outreach, illicit discharge monitoring, etc. 

b) Fishery Resources Conditions of the Corte Madera Creek 
Watershed, Marin County, Alice A. Rich, November 10, 2000 
Geomorphic Assessment of the Corte Madera Creek Watershed – 
Final Report, December 31, 2000. 

www.friendsofcortemaderacree
k.org

Stetson Engineers, Inc., in association with 
David Dawdy, Consulting Hydrologist. 
Friends of Corte Madera Creek Watershed 

Sandy Guldman (415) 457-6045 fcmcw@microweb.com

 Watershed assessment and implementation recommendations for addressing nonpoint source pollution. 
c) Diazinon and Pesticide-Related Toxicity in Bay Area Urban 

Creeks, Water Quality Attainment Strategy and TMDL (2004) 
http://www.swrcb.ca.gov/rwqcb
2/urbancrksdiazinontmdl.htm

San Francisco Bay Regional Water Quality 
Control Board 

Bill Johnson (510) 622-2354 wjohnson@waterboards.ca.gov 

 Draft implementation strategy for diazinon Total Maximum Daily Load (TMDL) in Bay Area urban creeks. 
d) Results of Water Quality Testing in Corte Madera Creek and 

Tributaries (July 2003 and February 2004). 
www.friendsofcortemaderacree
k.org

Friends of Corte Madera Creek Watershed Carole d’Alessio (415) 457-6045 fcmcw@microweb.com
 Community effort to coordinate with Central Marin Sanitation Agency to identify sources of E. coli and 
Enterococcus and implement corrective actions. Samples gathered by Friends of Corte Madera Creek Watershed. 

e) Friends of Corte Madera Creek Watershed www.friendsofcortemaderacree
k.org

 Carole D’Alessio (415) 454-8608 fcmcw@microweb.com
 A grassroots environmental organization devoted to protecting the Corte Madera creek and its tributaries. 

f) Coalition for Corte Madera Creek  
 Corrine White (415) 453-1936 smorris@marin.cc.ca.us
 A coalition to prevent pollution formed by local residents. 

 

REGULATORY/PLANNING JURISDICTIONS 

 City of Corte Madera, Public 
Works Dept. 

http://www.ci.corte-
madera.ca.us/

David 
Bracken/ 

 

(415) 
927-5057 

publicworks@ci.corte-
madera.ca.us

 City of Larkspur, Public 
Works Dept. www.ci.larkspur.ca.us Hamid 

Shamsapour
(415) 

927-5017 
hshamsapour@larkspurcityhall.
org  

 Town of San Anselmo, 
Public Works Dept. 

www.townofsanansel
mo.org Rabi Elias (415) 

258-4616 planning@ci.san-anselmo.ca.us 

 Town of Ross, Public Works 
Dept. www.townofross.org Rob 

Maccario 
(415) 

453-8287 rmaccario@townofross.org 

 Town of Fairfax, Public 
Works Dept 

www.town-of-
fairfax.org

Debra Sue 
Johnson 

(415) 
453-0291 publicworks@townoffairfax.org 

 Marin County Stormwater 
Pollution Prevention Program 

http://mcstoppp.org/
 

Liz Lewis (415) 
499-7226 lizlewis@co.marin.ca.us
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 Marin County, Community 
Development Dept. 

http://www.co.marin.c
a.us/depts/CD/main/in

dex.cfm
Thomas Lai (415) 

499-6292 tlai@co.marin.ca.us

 San Francisco Bay 
Conservation and 
Development Commission 

http://www.bcdc.ca.g
ov  Lindy Lowe (415) 

352-3642 lindyl@bcdc.ca.gov  

 Calif. Coastal Commission, 
Water Quality Unit 

http://www.coastal.ca.
gov/nps/npsndx.html 

Lisa 
Sniderman 

(415)  
904-5270 lsniderman@coastal.ca.gov

 San Francisco Bay Regional 
Water Quality Control Board 

http://www.waterboard
s.ca.gov/sanfranciscob

ay/
Bill Johnson (510)  

622-2354 wjohnson@waterboards.ca.gov 

 State Water Resources 
Control Board 

http://www.waterboard
s.ca.gov/ Heidi Hall (916)  

323-2871 hhall@waterboards.ca.gov

 California Coastal 
Conservancy 

http://www.coastalcon
servancy.ca.gov/ Karyn Gear (510)  

286-4171 kgear@scc.ca.gov 

 Calif. Dept. of Fish & Game, 
Region 3 

http://www.dfg.ca.gov
/

Gail 
Seymour 

(707) 
944-5500 gseymour@dfg.ca.gov
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